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1. Dear Dean Irina Novikova, dear Professor Khudoley, Director, Professor Romanova, Ladies and Gentlemen. Dear friends!  
I would like to thank the organisers of this conference. 
The Jean Monnet networks are of great importance and it’s a pleasure to see this distinguished assembly of participants here in St.Petersburg. As we continue to put emphasis on the academic work I note that here at the State University we have for the past 20 years appreciated the work of the EU Information Centre and for the past 5 years the Chair of the Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence. 

Our EU/Russia relations are going through difficult times. During this it's even more important to maintain our dialogue. It’s also important to include the younger generations of scholars and researchers in our work.    

The theme of the conference suggest we study how we study and if this impacts the course of the policy on both sides.  I’m curious to know if there is a difference in how we study EU/Russia relations. And if so, how it shows itself and what is its impact? And why? Or for what reason?

Has research communities contributed to the crises? Politically, Economically, or socially?  The approach is interesting. I tend to see pursued policy as the root of our disagreements.  However, if this pursued policy has its roots in single-minded biased studies – then it’s another matter.

The current nature of the EU/Russia relationship and what do we want?  

The current relations are marked by the clash of worldviews since the illegal annexation of Crimea and the fuelling of unrest in Eastern Ukraine. We disagree on how we see society developments or our common neighbourhood.

I assume most of you have acquainted yourselves with the recent key speech of Commission President Juncker held 16 June at the Economic Forum here in St.Petersburg where he stressed - among other things - that that we need to continue dialogue and through a frank conversation look at ways to mend our relations. 
How do we interact with academia – and what is our philosophy here?

We will remain open to academia and available to you researcher. Further, we will continue to allocate significant resources to continue the development of the scientific links such as the Jean Monnet Networks.

I look forward to this interesting and hopefully constructive discussions today and tomorrow.
Thank you. 

